WILD VIRGINIA

Protecting your favorite wild places

P.O. Box 1891 Charlottesville, Virginia 22902 434.971.1553 nfo@wildvirginia.org wildvirginia.org

June 23, 2004

The Honorable George W. Bush
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Ave., NW
Washington, D.C.

Dear President Bush:

We are writing to express our support for the Roadless Area Conservation Rule as it was issued in
January 2001. This landmark conservation policy protects 58.5 million acres of national forest land,
including nearly 400,000 acres in Virginia. In addition, more than 45,000 comments in favor of the rule
were submitted by citizens of the Commonwealth, an unprecedented outpouring of public support. As
businesses, organizations, and citizens of Virginia, who benefit greatly from our National Forests, we
wish to publicly voice our support of upholding the Roadless Area Conservation Rule in its entirety.

The Roadless Area Conservation Rule ensures that our national forests will continue to provide clean
drinking water for millions of Americans and critical habitat for fish and wildlife species. Additionally,
the rule provides full access for recreational activities such as hiking, paddling, biking, hunting, fishing
and wildlife viewing and closes no existing trail. The balanced rule does not close any existing roads
and also allows for new roads needed to protect public health and safety in the cases of fire or flood and
for accessing private property or existing oil and gas leases.

We are deeply disappointed that your administration recently exempted Alaska’s Tongass Rainforest
from the roadless rule. We are further troubled by reports that changes to weaken the roadless rule are
imminent. It is our understanding that the proposed changes would allow governors to opt out of the rule
for national forests in their states, or may require governors to opt in to a new rule in order to protect
roadless areas in their states.

We believe that approach is unnecessary given the current rule’s reasonable exemptions. Such an
approach would undermine the important national rule necessary to ensure the conservation of roadless
areas for the use of present and future generations. We urge you to leave the roadless Rule intact in the
Lower 48 and in Alaska’s Chugach National Forest, and reinstate the roadless rule in the Tongass. Thank
you for your consideration.

Sincerely,
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